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UNCLAS STATE 042405 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRN.CO 

SUBJECT: PORT CONGESTION SURCHARGE 

1. THE FEDERAL MARITIME COMMISSION (FMC) HAS INFORMED THE 
DEPARTMENT THAT ON FEBRUARY 21, 1974 THE EAST COAST COLUM- 
BIA CONFERENCE IMPLEMENTED A PORT CONGESTION SURCHARGE OF 
$2.50 PER TON AS CARGO IS FREIGHTED, ASSESSED ON ALL CARGO 

INBOUND AND OUTBOUND - AT BARRANQUILLA, COLOMBIA, EFFECT- 
IVE MARCH 25, 1974. 

2. IN ORDER THAT THE FMC MAY EVALUATE SITUTATION DEPARTMENT 
REQUESTS EMBASSY FURNISH INFORMATION AS TO PORT CONGESTION, 
LOADING CONDITIONS, WAITING TIME, AND ANY OTHER PERTINENT 
IMPEDIMENTS TO THE RAPID DISCHARGE OF CARGOES AT SUBJECT 
PORT. IN ADDITION, ANY COMMENTS FROM RESPONSIBLE PORT 
OFFICIALS TOWARDS FUTURE IMPROVEMENTS WHICH MAY ALLEVIATE 
THE CONGESTION, WOULD BE APPRECIATED. CASEY 
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